Objectives

This program focuses on historical worldviews, developing an historical awareness of
worldviews shaping societies, and of how present worldviews have been impacted by this
history. Through this examination, students will become aware of worldviews at work within
themselves and others, thereby helping them to become more conscious citizens in their society.
The course is divided into the following three areas (teachers may cover these in any order):

Origins of a Western Worldview: Renaissance Europe
e  Worldviews in Conflict: The Spanish and the Aztecs
e From Isolation to Adaptation: Japan

Methodologies

A variety of instructional techniques focusing on critical inquiry are used in the classroom: for
example, analysis of historical processes and sources, presentations, debates, dramatic re-
enactments, writing within a role, and visual representation. The objective of student critical
thinking is to energize their learning by moving beyond passive reception of knowledge; when
they have critically analyzed, interpreted, validated and applied the knowledge of the
coursework, then they will understand. “One gains knowledge only through thinking”’ (Richard
Paul). This emphasis on the student as an active learner will be accomplished using individual
and group study techniques.

Our department focuses on the use of major projects, allowing the student to become
meaningfully involved in content. In order to do this, the social studies and language arts courses
are taught by one teacher who will integrate sections of the two courses, thereby providing time
for more developed projects. Our department is moving toward extensive integration of the
Humanities courses, and some teachers fully combine them, using the language arts learning
objectives to teach the social studies content.



Evaluation

Students' marks for each of the four report periods are based on participation in class activities,
assignments, and tests. Teachers will weight these components variously, depending on their
own course requirements.

The student's final grade is based on four report card marks and the final exam.

First Report - 20% Second Report - 20%

Third Report - 20% Fourth Report - 20%
Final Exam - 20%

Appeal Procedure

Students and parents may appeal a test or assignment mark. An appeal for a review must first be
made to the teacher. A further appeal may be made to the department head, and finally to the

principal.

Supplies
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e Large 3-ringed binder with lined and blank
paper

e Highlighters, pencil crayon set, pencils,
erasers, blue/black pens

HumMANITIES DEFARTMENT
MIsSsIoM
Tix prewide welevant laingesge learmmy saperiences fcwsang on magr ides
which crgage students, through a proces of esplring, comstructing ad

communicating measing, heeeby creating cosfadent users of meaningfil
5 Enguage

L] (] £t

®  jun approach allowing Sor the inegration of langexge ans and social
e p ding Mexibaliry is designing lasge, ingfil progect

& Teachmg which embeds direct skills matracten within lbige projects
that cagape sudimis

*  Sensiwity oo stedent choice within the paameiers of projec: foa

T

®  Sensimvity oo stisdest differences by allowing fexibiliy in the
Implemestation of larnisg proveses while #38 hokding e the helisf

that thaser prigrases crprwer studonn

®  The need o strengehen and affimm stdent work in peogness, Seseby
e plerizing the peoces s vigally important o the end product

& A approstion for a vanety of lanpesge wsape, realitcally reflscting
the formal and informal uses of langeags

LIRIDLIRLERIRLLL LT

& Towhng students by bulding appreciation for essential hurman
experienoes withim deeply meanmghul language, and encosragisg
conmection i fhese ieas by invalving dhes in reflective rms of
writiog

In pursuit of our mbsion, we seek @0 nmbuie 0 the well-being of ou
schood, comimestiry and the wosld we impact

I by ey of e i i

I .
aigweed fry hrw e W o of Juar i rhe sear 200

LELLE LR LGLLEL & L LR LU LR LR R R R TTR TR TR TR R TR TRV BT L LR RL LA RR LA LU T 1IN ET DRI R AR LRI LLRIR LR IRILRIE T AT LA TEITRT 1T T8

:", (o AT R e A R T



